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1. Hispanics view the Bible differently than people from other backgrounds or origins because of their personal experience with marginality, poverty, alienation, and solidarity.  

2. Three main ideas that I got from the book were 1) Hispanics hold a different view of the Bible than I do. I look at the Bible as a sort of guide to my life, looking for passages that symbolize my own mindset and situation in life. Gonzalez explains that Hispanics look at the Bible as a promise of good news in the context of an alienated group of people. 2) There are more perspectives than just my own. I can learn more about world around me and myself by seeing the Bible through the eyes of others. In Santa Biblia, Gonzalez wanted his audience to see the Bible through Hispanic eyes. Another book which stressed seeing the Bible through eyes which were not your own was The Black Christ, by Kelly Brown Douglas. In the case of Douglas, eyes were to look at the Bible from the perspective of Blacks. 3) Another idea which raised my consciousness was concerning families. Gonzalez explains that one of the reasons why Whites read the Bible differently than Hispanics is due to Whites need for privacy. Hispanics see privacy as negative and therefore discrepancies arise. For example, in an Anglo-Saxon church preachers will usually refer to the church as “families,” while Hispanic preachers will usually refer to the congregation as a “family.” 

3. I always thought that I was very accepting to other cultures and races that were not my own. The reality of the matter is I have never lived in an area where I have been the minority or felt like a minority. Therefore, I cannot say that I am accepting, not until I have the experience of being a minority and seeing if I can accept the dominant culture. Santa Biblia helped me begin to understand what it feels to be an oppressed Hispanic living in a dominant White culture. I found truth in how Gonzalez commented on Matthew 20:1-16. White’s look at work as a right. On the other hand, Gonzalez explains that Hispanics look at work as a privilege. I felt that this symbolized how much differently the White’s world is as the dominant culture compared to the Hispanic’s oppressed culture.  

4. After reading Santa Biblia, the strongest argument that I agreed with was that the Bible is about good news. When I began reading Santa Biblia I thought of the Bible as information for my current situation in life. Now I am convinced that the Bible is good news for the oppressed. This transition was brought upon by the idea that the Bible is filled with examples of the oppressed being able to overcome their dominating cultures. For example, when Moses lead the Jewish people out of Egypt and into The Chosen Land. Moses and the Jewish people represent the oppressed culture breaking away from the Egyptian dominate culture. This is good news. In Good news for women, a Biblical picture of Gender Equality, Rebecca Merrill describes how the Bible is good news through its examples of leadership for women. “There were female leaders and prophets even in the era of the old covenant: Miriam (Exod. 15:20; Micah 6:4), Deborah (Judg. 4-5), Huldah (2 Kings 22:14-20; 2 Chron. 34:11-33), Noadiah (Neh. 6:14), the wife of Isaiah (Isa. 8:3), and Anna (Like 2:36)” (190). 

5. This book has let me see how differently people from different backgrounds look at the Bible. If I, narrowly, look at the Bible from only my perspective I will miss out on lessons that could be learned from other perspectives. Inspired, I will use what I have learned from Santa Biblia. I will read the Bible more in depth and try to comprehend passages from not only my perspective. In addition, I will attempt to make friends with those who I have so many times before looked over because of their race or class status. Instead of ignoring them, I will talk to them and show my appreciation for them and attempt to learn from their perspective. For example, next time I see a homeless person on the side of the street, I want to make a difference. I will complement them by saying, “Jesus loves you.” Hopefully, I will begin to mend the bond of ignoring the oppressed and help show that the dominant culture doesn’t always have to be so dominant. 

